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New WCC President is Elected 


(Rhodes) - The World Council of Churches has a new president - Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Urthodox Archdiocese of North and South America —- as a result of 
action taken in closing sessions of the Council's Central Committee on the Island 
of Rhodes on August 27. 


Archbishop Iakovos, as Metropolitan James of Melita,from 1955 to 1958, was 
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantino dle at the headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. He was named late last year to suc- 
ceed the late Archbishop Michael of North and South America as head of the American 
church. Archbishop Michael had preceded him as Orthodox member of the six-member 
presidium of the WCC. 


The presidium is representative of various traditions and regions. Its 
present members, in addition to Archbishop Takovos, are the Very Rev. John Baillie, 
Edinburgh; Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Buenos Aires; Bishop Utto Dibelius, 
Berlins the Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, Tiruvalla, South Indias Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Massachusetts. 


Before the election of Archbishop Iakovos, the Central Committee changed the 
rules of the WCC to make it possible for a president who is elected between its 
assemblies to succeed himself. All presidents were previously retired at the 
assembly. 


A new member of the Central Committee's twelve-member executive committee - 
Sweden's Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren - was also elected. He succeeds the late Arch- 
bishop Yngve Brilioth, his predecessor as Primate of the Church of Sweden. 
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Leaders of the Council's 173 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican 
and Urthodox confessions have been meeting in Rhodes (August 19-27) to review pro- 
gress on their cooperative work and plan future programmes. 


In other actions during the nine-day session the Committee; 
VUTED to hold the WCG's Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, in late 1961. 


ADUPTED a statement reaffirming "abolition of war", as the ultimate goal and 
urging indefinite suspension of all nuclear weapons tests. 


RECEIVED a statement from the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs urging free negotiations between the French government and Algerian rebel 
leaders. 

VOTED general approval for amendments to the WCC's constitution which would 
facilitate its proposed integraticn with the International Missionary Council in 1961. 


ISSUED » Call to the Churches to work for national legislation which will open 
doors to more refugees. 


APPROVED plans to start construction of a new 92,500,0UU headquarters administra- 
tion building in Geneva in March 196U and authorized its executive to proceed with 
final plans for a centrally located chapel. 


VOTED to send a letter to the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia "assuring 
them of our brotherly sympathy and prayers in their steadfast witness and work for 
the Faith". 


LL 


The meeting, the first held by the Central Committee in a country in which the 
Eastern Orthodox Church is the predominant religious body, had the largest attendance 
of Orthodox leaders in WCC history. 


These included representatives of the Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, 
Conatantinepis,, Jerusalem and the churches of Greece, Cyprus’ and Poland. Tn ad- 
dition: two delegates of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Urthodox Church at- 

tended as observers. (The Moscow Urthodox Church is not a member of the WCC.) 


Metropolitan Nikolai of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
in a message to the Comnittee, expressed "great symnathy with the ecumenical move- 


ment.!! He said Urthodox Christians "believe that our western brothers honestly aim 
at overcoming the destructive separation in faith ‘in order to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace'". (See page 9 ) 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, in his report as WCC general secretary, praised the 
role of Eastern Orthodoxy in the ecumenical movement. He said by the action of the 
Church of Constantinople in 1919 in making the first official proposal for the cre- 
ation of a permanent council of churches, Orthodox church leaders "thus broke new 
ground for the ecumenical idea and became pioneers for the World Council". 


A report of the Executive Committee included a five-paragraph section of the 
Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII, in which it noted that at the time 
the council was called, the Pxecutive Committee had made "no formal comment on ‘ne 
proposal" for lack of information and that "this reserved attitude proved to be 


wise", 


The report said that, “in the following months it became clear that the crigin- 
al impression given by the religious and secular press, namely that this council 
would deal mainly with the question of church unity and that invitations to attend 
the council might be addressed to other churches, was not correct". 
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It noted that the WCC and Roman Catholic theologians have had "informal 
contacts" in recent years and that the WCC will follow the plans for the council 
with interest because "we cannot be indifferent to an event which affects so 
large a number of Christians and which cannot avoid having a bearing on relations 
among the several churches", 


During the meeting it was reported in the press that two Roman Catholic 
priests accredited to the meeting as press representatives had been involved in 
conversations with Eastern Urthodox leaders concerning steps toward reunion of the 
two churches. 


In a statement read to a plenary session Urthodox leaders later declared that 
the unscheduled meeting between Urthodox leaders and the Roman Catholics had been 
"an absolutely informal contact" and a "friendly talk". The statement emphasized 
that the meeting was held "without authorization or direction". 


Some details of Committee actions: 


Third Assembly 


The Committee unanimously voted to hold the Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
India, in late November and early December, 1961. The exact dates will be an- 
nounced later. Originally the assembly had been scheduled in Ceylon, but the 
site was changed because of "communal difficulties" in that country. A 13-page 
document adopted by the Committee outlined preparations for the event, including 
a tabulation of allocation of 6UU seats for official delegates of its member 
churches. 


Preparatory plans approved include publication of a booklet to be distributed 
by member churches to each ofits ministers and through national council of chur- 
ches and agencies of fraternal organizations. Assembly theme will be "Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World", Three sub-sections on the main theme will deal 
mito Punioy "witness" and “service'. 


Nuclear Weapons Testing 


The Committee adopted a statement reaffirming that "nothing less than the 
abolition of war itself" should be the goal of all nations. It urged an indefin- 
ite suspension of all nuclear weapons testing and asked the powers to seek a treaty 
to cease all tests as the first step towards specific control and “verified dis- 
armament". 


The statement said that "no nation is justified in deciding on its own res- 
ponsibility to conduct nuclear weapons tests when the people of other nations who 
have not given their consent have to bear the consequences". 


The statement also asks that those powers which have not yet made tests should 
not launch them for military purposes as long as international control is under 
discussion. 


Algeria 


A statement received from the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs urged free negotiations between the French government and Algerian rebel 
leaders. The statement referred to alleged atrocities on both sides in the 
Algerian conflict by offering support to "churches and individuals in France de- 
nouncing and opposing abuses of varying kinds". The CCOIA is a joint agency of the 
WCC and the International Missionary Council. 
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IMC-WCG Integration 


The Committee without dissent approved revised plans for amendments in the 
WOC's constitution which would facilitate proposed integration with the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 


These changes provide for the establishment of a new commission and division 
on World Mission and Evangelism within the structure of the World Council after 
its next assembly, in 1961. 


The action also provided for publication of the draft changes to be issued in 
an official Greek translation to avoid confusion on terminology. 


The drafts will be submitted to the constituencies of both the bodies during 
the coming year. A revised constitution will be submitted for action at the meet-— 
ing of the Central Committee next year and the IMG is also expected to take action 
in August 1960. Final action will be voted at the first session of the WCC's 
Third Assembly. 


At an earlier session "overwhelming support" was reported for the integration 
plan. The report said 44 of the 173 member churches have officially voted in 
support and 22 of the 38 national Christian councils of the IMC. (Two WCC member 
churches voted in oppoeition - the French Reformed Church and the Ghurch of Ireland 
(Anglican) and the remainder have not yet replied.) Three IMC member councils are 
opposed and one - in the Belgian Congo - has withdrawn because of opposition. : 
Twelve have not yet replied. 


The report touched off sharp debate in which Eastern Urthodox representatives 
expressed strong opposition to the proposed integration. They urged that the 
WCC remain what it is - a council of churches, and said that because the IMC in- 
cludes members which are not churches, integration might mean that the WGC's 
missionary witness would be a non-church witness. 


World Refugee Year 


The Committee issued a call to the churches to continue support of the UN- 
sponsored World Refugee Year. It urged that they particularly work for national 
legislation which "will open doors to more refugees from a wider group of countries! 
It also asked that the churches accept special responsibilities for refugees who 
do not come under the mandate of governmental and inter-governmental agencies and 
the aged, handicapped and sick. 


Budget 


Reports of increased contributions from member churches led the Committee to 
authorise spending during 1959 of an estimated 9505,U0U, an increase of y10,UUU 
on the anticipated figure. A budget of $555,UUU, established for 196U, provides 
authority, if income allows, to appoint a second secretary in the Council's Faith 
and Urder Department and other improvements in staff and general services. Funds 
from a special reserve will be used to add a fourth member of staff for the WCC's 
Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland. 


Faith and Grder Future 


Detailed proposals made for strengthening the WCC's Commission on Faith and 
Order to give it "a status and position appropriate to the central concern for 
church unity in the life of the WCC" were heard by the Committee. The new sug- 
gestions, including an inerease of Faith and Order staff from one to four persons 
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and appointment of a director who would be a WCC aesociate general secretary, will 
be examined by a Programme and Finance Committee which is scheduled to recommend 
staff and budget for the period after 1961 to next year's Central Committee meet- 
ing in St. Andrews, Scotland. 


Headquarters Property 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass., reported to the committee that 
the World Council is $1,000,0UU short of its $2,5UU,U0U goal towards a new head- 
quarters building in Geneva, Switzerland. 


He said raising the fund is a matter of "tremendous urgency", and urged that 
all WCC member churches participate in the project regardless of the amount they 
are able to contribute. 


Gifts received or pledged thus far total $1,524, UUU. This is made up of 
$300,000 received from member churches; yl8U,U0U0 from German churches in addition 
to their original pledge; $36,000 additional from the Danish churches; $8, 00U 
additional from Swiss churches; $900,UUU raised by US churches and $75,UUU con- 
tributed by the Lutheran World Federation. The US amount includes y21U,00U from 
the family of the late Thomas J. Watson, founder and president of International 
Business Machines, for a memorial library. In addition, the World Presbyterian 
Alliance will give $25, U00. EPS, Geneva. 


US Church Youth Groups Meet 


Major church youth groups in the US, meeting during August, have called for 
an end to segregation, warned against a lack of planning for youth, and hit at 
modern church members described as "no more than pagans with a fringe on top". 


Members of the National Conference of Methodist Youth asked for an end to 
segregation in the Methodist Church and a more rapid absorption of its Central 
(Negro) Jurisdiction into the denomination's five geographical areas. 


At Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, the 160 delegates to the twenty-fifth anniversary 
meeting of the United Christian Youth Movement's General Council were told that 
many modern church members "are as confused and as empty of any profound sense of 
life's meaning as their contemporaries who are unchurched. The speaker was Dean 
William G. Cole of Williams College. 


The 2,100 delegates to the convention of the Luther League of America adopt- 
ed a statement criticising Christian stewardship programmes using "fairs, bazaars, 
games of chance, car washes, sales and like enterprises". Commercialism within 
the church, the statement said, is "a primary enemy of Christian stewardship and 
described as "open to serious question such church-sponsored activities as festi- 
vals, suppers and theatrical productions when used to raise church funds". 


The second Youth Fellowship Convention of the Baptist General Conference of 
America warned that churches which fail to plan well for their youth are "marching 
down the road to their own funerals". About 35U youth attended the convention. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Cuban Youth Defend Castro 


(Havana) - Protestant youth leaders in Guba have urged President Eisenhower and 
other US government officials to discount charges by opponents of Fidel Castro's 
administration that it is Communist. 
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"We are not defending a political party but the cause of a whole country 
that Sces in this revolution the way to satisfy its political, economic and 
social needs," the statement said. 


Signing the statement were leaders of Methodist, Baptist, Episcopalian, 


Presbyterian and interdenominational youth organizations. EPS, Geneva. 
Methodist Faculty will Publish Social Action Study 


(Boston) - A three-year study of Methodist social thought and action will be pub- 


lished early next year in four volumes, prepared by seven members of the faculty 
of Boston University. 


The four-part study analyses both ministers' and laymen's views on polities, 
labour, penal policy, socialised medicine and military service, especially in 
relation to the ethical and religious thought of church members 


"Although the project is chiefly concerned with the interaction of Method- 
ism and American society, Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom of the university said, "the con- 
structive parts adopt a broad Protestant approach to the restatement of a Christian 
phitosophy of society and the mobilization of Christian resources for redemptive 
social change." EPS, Geneva. 
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(Rochester, New York) - Eleven countries are represented on the Baptist World 
Alliance Commission on World Peace, just announced during meetings in Rochester. 


Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, a former alliance president, is chairman of the group 
and the 26 members include Baptist leaders in Canade, Chile, Czechoslovakia, the 
United Kingdom, Hong Kong, India, Poland, Nigeria, New Zealand, Russia and the 
United States. The commission will meet annually and study what Baptists can do 
to avert war and promote peace. 


Anglican Bishop Sees No Need for Women Priests 


(London) - "Men are men and women are women" and therefore women should be kept 
out of the Anglican priesthood, according to the former Bishop of London, Dr. John 
W. C. Wand. Those who want women priests, he said, are "a small handful of women 
with, perhaps, a tiny backing of men". 


"After all," he continued, "men are men and women are women) the difference 
produces the mtual attraction between them. It, is there in the nature of things, 
but it involves precisely the kind of emotional reaction which the Cee Ey would 
find completely alien to the spirit of their work in divine service. EPS, Geneva. 


(Bethlehem, Pennsylvania) - If the Moravian Church in America (Unitas Fratrum) 
merges with any other group, 4t would be forced to sever connections with World 
Wide Moravian Unity, according to a denominational symposium. 
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Hacer at was eee in connection with the Third Inter-Provincial 
onvocation, meeting last month in Bethleh t 
been suggested that the 55,000- ican er SS Raa eee kc 
a -member American group expl i i 
eee His rede iC uber rican group explore union with other 
: ymposium said its findings were based i 
: Sed on the or 
pote eee structure of the international body, which stems from chetaeee of 
ifteenth century Czech martyr, Jan Hus. EPS, Geneva 
; ; 


Church Unity Would Give Hope, Syrian Orthodox Bishop Says 


esas Oto) ~ yee majority of Christendom is united "it will give hope to 
at are without hope today," according to Metropolitan Ant B i 
head of the Syrian Antiochian ae arsaoes Church. . eon 


Speaking to 1,700 delegates to the church's fourteenth annual convention 
in Toledo, Ohio, the prelate said that agreement among the nearly one billion 
communicants of the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches should be the 
first step toward the Christian unity advocated by Pope John XXIII. 


Protestants could not logically be asked to join the first phases of the 
movement initiated by the Ecumenical Council, he said, because of the many dif- 
ferences on matters of faith. "You know how free thinking these (Protestant) 
people are. No one speaks for them," Metropolitan Bashir said. "But if a major- 
ity of Christendom is united, this will inspire everyone." 


The Syrian church is a member both of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA and the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva. 


Greek Hospitality Marks WCC Meetings 


(Athens) - Visits to historic Christian sites in Athens and on the Aegean islands 
of Rhodes, Patmos and Tinos were features of the "pilgrimage to Greece" made b7 
some 200 participants in the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches in the second half of August. 


The Metropolitan of Rhodes, Spyridon, welcomed the guests: in the ancient 
mountain monastery of Phileremon and arranged for them to journ jy to the tiny cha- 
pel at St. Paul's harbour near Lindos, traditionally honoured as scene of the 
apostle's landing mentioned in Acts 21:1. 


A two-day cruise back to Athens included an ascent on donkeys to the famous 
Monastery of St. John the Divine on the island of Patmos and to the cave which the 
Orthodox Church venerates as the place where the writer of the Book of Revelation 
received his visions. 


Many of the travellers also joined in a dawn liturgy at the national shrine 
of the Annunciation on the island of Tinos. In Athens archaeologists took a 
large group to the Acropolis and to Mars Hill and the ancient market place, both 


associated with St. Paul. 


Liturgies celebrated in the Orthodox cathedrals on Rhodes and in Athens 
were attended by WCC guests. One of the six World Council presidents, the Very 


Rev. John Baillie, preached in the Cathedral of Rhodes. A reception and service 
were also arranged by the Greek Evangelical Church at Athens on August 30. 


Local hospitality arrangements were made by a committee representative of 
the Greek Government and the Greek Orthodox Church, who acted with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople to invite the Central Committee to hold its first 


meeting in an Orthodox country. EPS, Geneva. 
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in Brief 


en The upper house (Council of States) of the Indian parliament has rejected 

: Bi ees an attempt by a Communist leader, Bhupesh Gupta, to intro- 
uce ill aimed at prohibiting the Roman Catholic Church or any of its personnel 
from "engaging in political activities". 


v2 Z 
x 


if The National Council of Churches in New Zealand is giving "close attention" 
Oo a recommendation that Billy Graham be invited to return in 1960. The request 


was made by committees which helped organize the American evangelist's 1959 New 
Zealand crusade. 


' : The Far Hast Broadcasting Company says targets of its 100,000 watt Christ- 
ian missionary radio transmitter being erected at Okuma, Okinawa, are "all of 
Communist China and parts of the Soviet Union". The agency now has 13 broad- 
casting stations. 


By the end of August a total of £26, 233 has boen channeled through the 
World Council of Churches' Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
to victims of the cyclone which struck Madagascar last March. In addition, $54,709 
was sent direct. 


The two largest Protestant bodies in Holland - the Reformed Church of the 
Netherlands and Gereformeerde Churches in the Netherlands - are beginning separate 
fund campaigns this month for construction of 305 new churches during the next 
ten years. 


The General Conference of the Mennonite Church in the United States has 
urged all its congregations to open their membership to everyone, regardless of 
race or national origin. The congregations also were asked "to purge themselves 
from prejudiced attitudes and practices toward racial and other minority groups" 
and "to oppose such prejudice wherever it appears". 


The United Bible Societies and Scotland's National Bible Society have held 
an exhibition of Bible illustration and a study conference in Edinburgh attended 
by Bible Society representatives, publishers, illustrators and art critics. The 
exhibition is open during the three-weeks' Edinburgh Festival and includes early 
hand-painted work, early printed illustrations and contemporary examples. The 


display was opened on August 22 by the Earl of Wemyss and has been arranged by 


the Rev. James Chisholm of the Extra-Mural Depertment of Edinburgh University. 
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Forty-three congregations of the Church of the Brethren in the Eastern 
Pennsylvania District are raising a memorial fund honouring members of the 
denomination who were killed last August in a crash of a KIM plane bringing them 
back from a 25th anniversary celebration of the founding of the church in Germany 
The fund will be used for work cemp and student exchange projects. 


Document 


METROPOLITAN WEKOLAI'S MESSAGE OF CQBETING TO TH PARWICIPANTS IN THE MEETING 
OP. THE CENTRLL COMMITTES OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHIMCHRS 


Dear friends and Christian brethren! 


Remembering my encounter and discussion with representatives of the World 
Council of Churches in Utrecht last yeav, I take with great pleasure this op- 
portunity to address to the meeting of leading workers of the ecumenical movement 
a word of welcome, sympathy and good wishes. 


I greet the members of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
first of all as champions of Christian reunion. We Orthodox Christians are in 
great sympathy with the ecumenical movement because we believe that our western 
brothers honestly aim at overcoming the destructive separation in faith "in order 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace". (Eph.4:3). 


Our sympathy with the ecumenical movement, which finds its expression in the 
Church's prayer "that they may all be one" under our Lord Jesus Christ, is in- 
spired by the fact that in spite of separation, all Christians continue to pray 
"Our Father"; that all of us keep the Word of God, which is given to us in the 
Bible and in the Holy Gospel, and that we are all bound together by love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May therefore this common Christian treasure serve our unity 
in the love which is strong enough to enlighten all Christians by a true faith, 
thus enabling them to communicate in the life of the Church. 


We Orthodox cannot but sympathise with the measures taken by the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and directed towards the solution of man; social problems of our 
time. The fight against social untruth because of our realisation of the truth 
of Christ, the efforts to help the under-developed countries, the condemnation 
of colonial policy and race discrimination - all this is worthy of the active sup- 
port of all Christians in accordance with the demands of Christian conscience. 


Our common moral task is the struggle to stop the nuclear weapons tests and 
to achieve their complete abolition. Therefore we Orthodox entirely share and 
support the efforts of the World Council of Churches towards this aim. 


In the meantime, I think it necessary to express the hope that the social 
concern of the World Couneil of Churches will not overshadow the main task of 
the ecumenical movement, which aims at the unity of faith that is divided by 
differing interpretations. We Christians mst stand above the political contra- 
dictions of our time and give to the divided peoples an example of unity and 
peace, brotherhood and love, removing ourselves from all self-sufficient isola- 
tionism and unfriendly relations to each other. 
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With this in mind I again address my greetings to the participants of the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches on behalf of 
the Russian Orthodox Church and express my satisfaction that its representatives 
have, for the first time, the possibility of observing the work of the ecumenical 
organisations, thus contributing to our mutual understanding. 


I pray for God's blessing upon the work of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches and wish the meeting blessed success in the solution of 
the questions they have to deal with, and I beg you to believe in our collaboration 
in everything which can serve the great task of re-uniting the Christians as well 
as the strengthening of peace among the nations 


Signed: Metropolitan Nikolai 
of Krutitsy and Kolomna, 
Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 
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